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Thomas for duty. These forces I judged would enable
General Thomas to defend the railroad from Chattanooga
back, including Nashville and Decatur, and give him an
army with which he could successfully cope with Hood,
should the latter cross the Tennessee northward.

"By the 1st of November Hood's army had moved from
Gadsden, and made its appearance in the neighborhood of
Decatur, where a feint was made; he then passed on to
Tuscumbia and laid a pontoon bridge opposite Florence. I
then began my preparations for the march through Georgia,
naving received the sanction of the Commander-in-
Chief carrying into effect my plan, the details of which
were explained to all my corps commanders and heads of
staff departments, with strict injunctions of secrecy. I had
also communicated full details to General Thomas, and had
informed him I would not leave the neighborhood of Kings-
ton until he felt perfectly confident that he was entirely
prepared to cope with Hood, should he carry into effect his
threatened invasion of Tennessee and Kentucky. I esti-
mated Hood's force at 3S,ooo infantry and 10,000 cavalry.

"I moved the Army of the Tennessee by slow and easy
marches on the south of the Coosa back to the neighbor-
hood of Smyrna camp ground, and the Fourteenth Corps,
General Jeff. C. Davis, to Kingston, whither I repaired in
person on the 2d of November. From that point I directed
all surplus artillery, all baggage not needed for my con-
templated march, all the sick and wounded, refugees, &c.,
to be sent back to Chattanooga ; and the four corps above-
mentioned, with Kilpatrick's Cavalry, were put in the most
efficient condition possible for a long and difficult march.
This operation consumed the time until the nth of No-
vember, when, everything being ready, I ordered General
Corse, who still remained at Rome, to destroy the bridgesit disturbed Hooker's breathing, madeton, a flourishing little town
